Introduction
During the past 20 years, palaeoentomology has undergone remarkable progress in parallel to the increasing number of amber outcrops, due to the international growth of scientific awareness and interest in this subject. There is no doubt that "Jurassic Park" in 1993, the famous American science fiction adventure thriller film directed by Steven Spielberg, and based on the eponymous novel of Michael Crichton, played a noticeable role in making amber more popular. Before this date, interest in amber was mainly restricted to the Caribbean region (the Dominican Republic), Chiapas, Mexico and especially the Baltic countries (with a great tradition of amber appreciation), although it was recognized that amber occurred in various localities world-wide.
The six congresses
The first of the six congresses on Fossil Insects, Arthropods and Amber was the First Palaeoentomological Conference in Russia (Moscow, 1998) -not surprising in view of the presence of the Arthropod Laboratory there. It was also the same year as the First World Congress on Amber Inclusions in Vitoria-Gasteiz (Basque Country, Spain) -also not surprising in view of the discovery of Cretaceous amber there, although younger than Lebanese amber. Before that we had the Fossil Insect Network (1996) based in Strasbourg, France with its exceptionally preserved Triassic fossils, and the headquarters of the European Science Foundation; but that was limited to the European Union, although producing the free on-line Meganeura newsletter. Before that there were only some national meetings, notably in Germany and latterly in Poland, the home of another newsletter -Wrostek-Inclusion. The new international conference spirit meant that we were to meet at least every four years henceforth and produce a conference volume: it turned out to be nearer three years due to its popularity.
Gondwana responded to this Laurasian initiative in 2000 when the First International Meeting on Palaeoarthropodology was held in Ribeirao Preto (near Sao Paulo, Brazil) targeting non-marine arthropods and also embracing the first Brazilian and South American palaeoarthropod symposia. Sadly, the palaeontology department there and its head, Rafael Martins-Neto, are no longer with us.
The second conference, now dubbed a congress, was in Poland (Krakow) in 2001 where the International Palaeoentomological Society (IPS) was born amidst a Baltic amber exhibition under construction.
By the third congress in South Africa (Pretoria), common interests resulted in a single, combined congress on insects/arthropods/amber under the auspices of the International Palaeoentomological Society (IPS) and Fossils x3 (for short) was born.
We returned to Spain in 2007 with the fourth congress which launched the new hardcopy journal Alavesia but which was, however, subsequently hit by the European Credit Crunch from which we are still recovering.
In 2010 we had our first congress in Asia at Beijing in China, not too far from Cretaceous volcanic lakes with exceptionally preserved compression fossils.
And now, Byblos (home of the first alphabet) in Lebanon, the first Middle Eastern congress in a country with a great Cretaceous amber heritage and a couple of challenges-will the registration of the Society be finally achieved this year (in France) and a new economic supporter for Alavesia found?
This congress was held in the oldest continuously-inhabited city in the world, the biblical city of Byblos, Lebanon, 14-18 April 2013, under the High Patronage of His Excellency, the President of the Republic of Lebanon, General Michel Sleiman, and gathered about 110 participants from 19 different countries (Argentina, Australia, Belgium, China, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Mexico, Morocco, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Syria, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States of America, and Lebanon). A total of 32 original papers covering a wide spectrum of topics relating to insect systematics and phylogeny, amber and its preparatory techniques, geology and palaeoenvironment were accepted as proceedings of this congress, among
